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GENERATING USER-REQUESTED VIRTUAL
MACHINE TEMPLATES FROM SUPER
VIRTUAL MACHINE TEMPLATES AND

CACHEABLE PATCHES

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the invention generally relate to informa-
tion technology, and, more particularly, to virtual machine
(VM) management.

BACKGROUND

Generally, rapidly serving user requests for creating virtual
machines (VMs)is a challenge because of the large amount of
time required to copy the requested image template from a
template repository to the host where the VM will be running,
expand the virtual disk, and ultimately boot-up the VM. Addi-
tionally, a large number of image templates are commonly
available from which users can create a virtual machine,
further leading to potential delay. Similarly, there exists a
continuous growth in image templates, and image reposito-
ries may be geographically distributed.

Accordingly, a need exists for efficiently serving user
requests for creating VMs.

SUMMARY

In one aspect of the present invention, techniques for gen-
erating super templates to obtain user-requested templates are
provided. An exemplary computer-implemented method for
creating a virtual machine super template to create a user-
requested virtual machine template can include steps of iden-
tifying at least one virtual machine super template to be
created via analyzing at least one existing template in a
repository and/or a user-defined combination of software,
creating the super template by installing software requested
by the user to be within the super template, and creating a
user-requested virtual machine template by un-installing
software from the super template that is not required in the
user-requested template and/or adding software to the super
template required in the user-requested template that is not
present in the super template.

Another aspect of the invention includes techniques for
generating a user-requested template. Such techniques
include creating a super template based on user-defined cri-
teria identifying software to be included in the super template,
generating a user-requested template by un-installing soft-
ware from the super template that is not required in the user-
requested template, creating a patch corresponding to the
super template and the user-requested template that includes
a set of instructions to generate the user-requested template
from the super template, and caching the super template, the
user-requested template and the corresponding patch in a
repository.

Yet another aspect of the invention or elements thereof can
be implemented in the form of an article of manufacture
tangibly embodying computer readable instructions which,
when implemented, cause a computer to carry out a plurality
of method steps, as described herein. Furthermore, another
aspect of the invention or elements thereof can be imple-
mented in the form of an apparatus including a memory and at
least one processor that is coupled to the memory and opera-
tive to perform noted method steps. Yet further, another aspect
of the invention or elements thereof can be implemented in
the form of means for carrying out the method steps described
herein, or elements thereof, the means can include (i) hard-
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ware module(s), (ii) software module(s), or (iii) a combina-
tion of hardware and software modules; any of (i)-(iii) imple-
ment the specific techniques set forth herein, and the software
modules are stored in a tangible computer-readable storage
medium (or multiple such media).

These and other objects, features and advantages of the
present invention will become apparent from the following
detailed description of illustrative embodiments thereof,
which is to be read in connection with the accompanying
drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an example super template
formation, according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating an example approach to
convert between image templates, according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating an example embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating caching image templates
and diffs to serve a user request, according to an embodiment
of the present invention;

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating caching image super tem-
plates and diffs to serve a user request, according to an
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating an example system flow,
according to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 7 is a flow diagram illustrating techniques for creating
a virtual machine super template to create a user-requested
virtual machine template, according to an embodiment of the
invention; and

FIG. 8 is a system diagram of an exemplary computer
system on which at least one embodiment of the invention can
be implemented.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

As described herein, an aspect of the present invention
includes minimizing network traffic in serving user requests
for VMs by creating and caching super templates. Specifi-
cally, at least one embodiment of the invention includes using
super templates as cached elements at a cloud delivery loca-
tion and patching the super templates to obtain user-requested
templates. Additionally, at least one embodiment of the
invention includes designing optimal super templates so that
network flow or the service time of a user request is opti-
mized.

As used herein, a super template is a template that includes
more software than is needed by a particular user request. As
described herein, a user request for a template is satisfied by
applying a block-based patching operation on an appropriate
cached super template. At least one embodiment of the inven-
tion includes using small-sized diffs or patches, leading to
savings in turnaround time of requests and network band-
width. Further, as detailed herein, aspects of the invention
include identifying which super templates to create by ana-
lyzing existing templates in a repository and/or user-defined
combinations of software, and solving an optimization prob-
lem to identify which of the templates (including the super
templates) to use to minimize cost.

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an example super template
formation, according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion. By way of illustration, FIG. 1 depicts templates that
users want depicted, namely, templates 102, 104, 106 and
108. Based thereon, FIG. 1 also depicts a super template 110.
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As noted herein, a super template includes more installed
software than what may be wanted by a user. It should also be
noted that, in some cases, a super-template can itself be one of
the user-requested templates. Additionally, in some instances,
a super template may not necessarily include all of the soft-
ware within a user-requested template.

Super templates can be cached in close proximity to cloud
delivery locations and patched to create the user-requested
templates. A patch can include the necessary information to
supplement and/or modify the super template to achieve the
target user-requested template.

At least one embodiment of the invention includes the
ability to convert between templates using patches or diffs. As
used herein, the terms “patch” and “diff” are used inter-
changeably. Accordingly, a diff or patch includes a set of
instructions that take a base image (super template) and trans-
forms the image to another image referred to herein as the
target image (user-requested template). A patch applied to a
super template can remove software as well as add missing
software. Also, the techniques detailed herein can use binary
diffs as well as file-based diffs.

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating an example approach to
convert between image templates, according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention. By way of illustration, FIG. 2
depicts a base template 1, 202, a diff d;; 204 and a target
template I, 206. As illustrated in FIG. 2, ‘Rdiff” is a tool that
allows both the creation of the diff that converts base template
1, to target Ij, and also the subsequent use of the diff to
generate target template I, using base template I, and the diff.

A diff can capture differences between base template I, and
target template I; such as, for example, virtual hardware prop-
erties and software stack.

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating an example embodiment of
the present invention. By way of illustration, FIG. 3 depicts a
base super template 302, a target user-requested template
304, a target user-requested template 306 and diffs 308 and
310. As illustrated in FIG. 3, diff 308 deletes software from
the base super template 302 to generate target user-requested
template 304, while diff 310 both deletes and adds software to
base super template 302 to generate target user-requested
template 306.

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating caching image templates
and diffs to serve a user request, according to an embodiment
of'the present invention. By way of illustration, FIG. 4 depicts
a VM requestor 402, a cloud delivery location (including
VMs) 404, a diffing/patching operation 406, a cache 408
including a cache manager component 410, and a template
and diff repository 412. As illustrated in FIG. 4, the cache 408
includes user-requested image templates as well as patches/
diffs. Further the cache 408 is collocated with the cloud
delivery location 404, and from the cache, a base image can be
copied/patched over an intranet with a patching operation 406
performed to achieve an instance of the target template. The
aforementioned patching operation is achieved using a tem-
plate/diff copied over the network from the repository 412.

By way of example, the following cases can accrue when
the size of the cache is fixed. One case includes the requested
template being in the cache. When a request for a particular
image template (say, I) arrives, if the cache contains I, the
image template is copied to the target host where the VM
pertaining to this will be instantiated.

Another case includes the requested template being created
from another template. If the template 1 is not present, an
existing template in the cache (say, J) can be used and patched
(or diffed) to obtain I. Two sub-cases may accrue: In one
sub-case, the diff is present in the cache. In this sub-case,
there is no need to seek anything from the image repository,
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and network bandwidth between the cloud site and the reposi-
tory can be saved. In another sub-case, the diff is not present
in the cache. In this sub-case, the image repository is accessed
and the diff is obtained over the intervening network. This
consumes bandwidth but is likely more efficient than seeking
the entire image file J.

Yet another case involves the requested template being
fetched from a repository. In such a case, despite caching, the
only option is to fetch the image template J from the image
repository. This may be the case because any diff to create J
from any image template may be almost as big as the size of
J and therefore it may be economical to simply fetch J.

Accordingly, as detailed herein, an aspect of the invention
includes caching super templates instead of caching just the
templates. The super templates can include a super-set of
software from the existing multiple image templates in the
repository. Further, as described herein, to create a user-re-
quested template J, an example embodiment of the invention
can include patching a super template S that contains most of
(or more than) the software that belongs within J. When a
super template is used as a base, the diff sizes can be consid-
erably smaller and independent of the software installed
within the VM template, while the patching times can remain
unaffected.

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating caching image super tem-
plates and diffs to serve a user request, according to an
embodiment of the present invention. By way of illustration,
FIG. 5 depicts a VM requestor 502, a cloud delivery location
(including VMs) 504, a diffing operation 506, a cache 508
including a cache manager component 510, and a template
and diff repository 512. As illustrated in FIG. 5, the cache 508
includes user-requested image templates, super templates as
well as patches/diffs. Further, the cache 508 is collocated with
the cloud delivery location 504, and from the cache, a base
image can be copied/patched over an intranet with a patching
operation 506 performed to achieve an instance of the target
template. The aforementioned patching operation is achieved
using atemplate/diff copied over the network from the reposi-
tory 512 (which also includes user-requested image tem-
plates, super templates as well as patches/diffs).

As described herein, VM templates can contain one or
more software components that users may want as part of the
template from which the user VM will be created. If a soft-
ware s (being requested by a user) is within a source template,
the diff being used to create a target template also having an
instance of's does not require having the instructions to create
s because the source template already has s and the target
template is created by uninstalling all of the non-required
software from the source template. Thus, diff size is indepen-
dent of the size of's.

Also, the size of a diff can be proportional to the size of the
software s which is not in the source template but is needed in
the target template. Accordingly, the network flow can be
proportional to the sum of the rate of requests for those
software components which are not included in the super
template multiplied by the size of such software. As such, an
aspect of the invention includes minimizing the network flow
(or equivalently maximizing the network flow which can be
delivered from the cached super template).

At least one embodiment of the invention includes an opti-
mization problem formulation to identify the contents of
super templates. By way of example, consider the following:

125, is an image-to-software matrix for each operating
system k;

128, =f;,, if soft,,, is part of image I, otherwise 0, where
1, is the rate of requests for template I, where [, is the p*
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image with operating system k, and where soft,,, is the q”
software that can be installed on operating system k;

OS,=the size of operating system k; and

IS,=the approximate overall size of any template that
includes operating system k but excluding OS,.

Decision variables include the following:

n,=the number of super templates having operating system
k; and

$,:€10,1}:if 1 implies that software soft,, is part of the super
template.

Additionally, size,~the size of software soft,, and
C=capacity of cache. Accordingly, optimization can be for-
mulated as follows:

maxz Z Jesizerisis
X

an(osk +IS)=C
k

(The sum of the size of all of the templates less than or equal
to C);

Z Spisizey < ng ISy,

i

where n, €{0,1,2 . . . } (The sum of the sizes of the selected
software to be part of the super templates should be less than
or equal to the sum of the maximum size of a super template
multiplied by the number of super templates); and

1,=(12S,*1,Y*1Vk,i (This computes the cumulative rate
of requests for software soft;, from the matrix 12S,)

The output of the above optimization problem is a decision
on how many super templates there will be, denoted by n,,
and what software soft,, is selected to be put in the union of
the n, super templates, denoted by {s,;}. Recall that if s, is
defined to be 1, then soft,, is selected to be included into the
overall union, otherwise it is not to be included. The instan-
tiation of's;, to 1 merely indicates that soft,, is included in the
union of the n, super templates, but it does not indicate in
which particular super template the software has to be placed.

As further described herein, an aspect of the invention
includes concretizing the structure of each of the n, super
templates. The objective function is chosen to minimize the
network flow. Any software which is required as part of the
user requested template but is not within the super template
used to generate the user requested template will be defined as
part of the patch or diff. The size of the diff will be propor-
tional to the size of this missing software. Accordingly, if the
diff is requested from the repository over the network, net-
work flow will be incurred due to this missing software.

At least one embodiment of the invention includes further
identifying which selected software soft,, goes to which
instance of a super template. By way of example, input can
include all software soft,,, the decision of acceptance or rejec-
tion, namely {s,,} as computed based on the previously dis-
cussed optimization, n, and IS,. Define I, to be the p™ super
template image that needs to be constructed, where 1<p=n,.
Essentially, the query is to determine which of the selected
software to place within each of the n, templates. By way
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merely of example, consider each of the n, images to be
simply the n, bins, each with available space of IS,.

An ordered list of all software soft,, is defined as follows: In
the list, only the selected (that is, s;,=1) software is included.
Also, the software soft, in the list can be ordered in the
descending order of size,;. From this ordered list of software,
the next software soft,, is chosen and greedily placed in the
next available bin 1, having available space greater than sizey,.

In a situation where the available space in every bin I, is
less than the size of size, this software is placed in that bin [
that has the maximum available space. The final output from
the above method is n, lists of software. Note that as a result
of'the above placement of software, there may be one or more
bins I, having the sum of the sizes of the software within the
bin exceeding IS,, but the union will still be equal to or less
thann, IS,. Ifthere is still space available in the cache after the
above method, at least one embodiment of the invention can
include choosingto place rejected (s,,=0) software within this
available space in a greedy way (that is, biggest f'; size,, first),
but never exceeding the sum of the sizes of all of the software
in all of the n, super templates beyond n,*IS,.

Additionally, at least one embodiment of the invention
includes creating super templates and user requested tem-
plates. Super template creation can be carried out manually or
automatically. Manual super template creation includes
installing all of the software manually into each of the n, bins
described herein. Automatic super template creation includes
creating models of the relevant images. These models, once
created, can be instantiated and the system can cast each of the
bins into a requested format.

Creating user-requested templates from the super tem-
plates can also be carried out manually or automatically.
User-requested templates are created by un-installing all of
the non-required software from the super-template desig-
nated to be the one from which to create the user-requested
template. The super template has to be booted-up and the
unwanted software uninstalled. Thereafter, the remaining
missing software is installed. In order to remove any traces of
the uninstalled software, zeros are written in the remaining
available space in the template.

As noted, the above can be carried out in a manual manner.
Additionally, the user-requested templates can be carried out
automatically via modifying a template in the above manner
at the model level and updating the concrete implementation
of the model.

Further, in at least one embodiment of the invention, once
all of the super templates and user-requested templates are
generated, rdiff or xDelta can be used to compute the diffs.
Note that xDelta is software that can be used to create a
“delta,” diff or patch, given the source and target images.
Once the patches for each pair of super template and user-
requested template have been computed, at least one embodi-
ment of the invention includes identifying the mapping from
the super template to the user requested template which will
be used to decide which super template will be used to create
which user requested template. This is achieved by choosing
that combination of super template and user requested tem-
plate for which the patch size is the smallest. At least one
embodiment of the invention includes computing, for each
pair of super template and user requested template, the time it
takes to patch the super template to get the user requested
template. This time can be chosen to compute the mapping
from the super template to the user requested template.

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating an example system flow,
according to an embodiment of the present invention. Step
602 includes inputting parameters through analysis of request
logs and/or user domain knowledge. The parameters can
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include, for example, 12S,, 1S, OS,, size,, C and f;,,. Step
604 includes identifying software to help create super tem-
plates; that is, identifying which software s;; to be included
and forwarding output information such as s,;, n, and IS,.
Step 606 includes creating super templates based on the noted
criteria. Step 608 includes creating user-requested templates.
Step 610 includes creating, for every pair of super template
and user-requested template, its corresponding diff.

FIG. 7 is a flow diagram illustrating techniques for gener-
ating a virtual machine super template to create a user-re-
quested virtual machine template, according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention. Step 702 includes identifying at
least one virtual machine super template to be created via
analyzing at least one existing template in a repository and/or
a user-defined combination of software, wherein the super
template contains at least a portion of software requested by
auser. This analyzing step can include analyzing arequest log
of user-requested templates and sizes of software installed
within the user-requested templates to determine what soft-
ware is to be within each super template.

As detailed herein, this identifying step can include solving
an optimization problem that includes constraints on capacity
on a cache and/or size of an expected size of the super tem-
plate.

Step 704 includes creating the super template by installing
the software requested by the user to be within the super
template. Step 706 includes creating a user-requested virtual
machine template by un-installing software from the super
template that is not required in the user-requested template.
As described herein, creating the super template as well as
creating the user-requested virtual machine template can be
carried out manually and/or automatically.

As described herein, use of the at least one super template
decreases network flow over a network.

The techniques depicted in FIG. 7 can additionally include
creating a patch (also referred to herein as a “diff”) between
the super template and the user-requested template, where the
patch includes a set of instructions to transform a base tem-
plate to a target template. The set of instructions includes
instructions to remove software and/or add software. Also,
the patch can capture at least one difference between the base
template and the target template. Such a difference can
include a virtual hardware property, a software stack, etc.

Further, the techniques depicted in FIG. 7 can include
caching the super template. Also, as described herein, at least
one embodiment of the invention can include using a cached
super template and corresponding patch to generate a user-
requested template upon receipt of a request for provisioning
of the user-requested template.

As also detailed herein, at least one embodiment of the
invention can include techniques for generating a user-re-
quested template. Such techniques include creating a super
template based on user-defined criteria identifying software
to be included in the super template, generating a user-re-
quested template by un-installing software from the super
template that is not required in the user-requested template,
creating a patch corresponding to the super template and the
user-requested template that includes a set of instructions to
generate the user-requested template from the super template,
and caching the super template, the user-requested template
and the corresponding patch in a repository.

Additionally, the techniques depicted in FIG. 7 can also, as
described herein, include providing a system, wherein the
system includes distinct software modules, each of the dis-
tinct software modules being embodied on a tangible com-
puter-readable recordable storage medium. All of the mod-
ules (or any subset thereof) can be on the same medium, or
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each can be on a different medium, for example. The modules
can include any or all of the components shown in the figures
and/or described herein. In an aspect of the invention, the
modules can run, for example, on a hardware processor. The
method steps can then be carried out using the distinct soft-
ware modules of the system, as described above, executing on
a hardware processor. Further, a computer program product
can include a tangible computer-readable recordable storage
medium with code adapted to be executed to carry out at least
one method step described herein, including the provision of
the system with the distinct software modules.

Additionally, the techniques depicted in FIG. 7 can be
implemented via a computer program product that can
include computer useable program code that is stored in a
computer readable storage medium in a data processing sys-
tem, and wherein the computer useable program code was
downloaded over a network from a remote data processing
system. Also, in an aspect of the invention, the computer
program product can include computer useable program code
that is stored in a computer readable storage medium in a
server data processing system, and wherein the computer
useable program code is downloaded over a network to a
remote data processing system for use in a computer readable
storage medium with the remote system.

As will be appreciated by one skilled in the art, aspects of
the present invention may be embodied as a system, method
or computer program product. Accordingly, aspects of the
present invention may take the form of an entirely hardware
embodiment, an entirely software embodiment (including
firmware, resident software, micro-code, etc.) or an embodi-
ment combining software and hardware aspects that may all
generally be referred to herein as a “circuit,” “module” or
“system.” Furthermore, aspects of the present invention may
take the form of a computer program product embodied in a
computer readable medium having computer readable pro-
gram code embodied thereon.

An aspect of the invention or elements thereof can be
implemented in the form of an apparatus including a memory
and at least one processor that is coupled to the memory and
operative to perform exemplary method steps.

Additionally, an aspect of the present invention can make
use of software running on a general purpose computer or
workstation. With reference to FIG. 8, such an implementa-
tion might employ, for example, a processor 802, a memory
804, and an input/output interface formed, for example, by a
display 806 and a keyboard 808. The term “processor” as used
herein is intended to include any processing device, such as,
for example, one that includes a CPU (central processing
unit) and/or other forms of processing circuitry. Further, the
term “processor” may refer to more than one individual pro-
cessor. The term “memory” is intended to include memory
associated with a processor or CPU, such as, for example,
RAM (random access memory), ROM (read only memory), a
fixed memory device (for example, hard drive), a removable
memory device (for example, diskette), a flash memory and
the like. In addition, the phrase “input/output interface” as
used herein, is intended to include, for example, a mechanism
for inputting data to the processing unit (for example, mouse),
and a mechanism for providing results associated with the
processing unit (for example, printer). The processor 802,
memory 804, and input/output interface such as display 806
and keyboard 808 can be interconnected, for example, via bus
810 as part of a data processing unit 812. Suitable intercon-
nections, for example via bus 810, can also be provided to a
network interface 814, such as a network card, which can be
provided to interface with a computer network, and to a media
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interface 816, such as a diskette or CD-ROM drive, which can
be provided to interface with media 818.

Accordingly, computer software including instructions or
code for performing the methodologies of the invention, as
described herein, may be stored in associated memory
devices (for example, ROM, fixed or removable memory)
and, when ready to be utilized, loaded in part or in whole (for
example, into RAM) and implemented by a CPU. Such soft-
ware could include, but is not limited to, firmware, resident
software, microcode, and the like.

A data processing system suitable for storing and/or
executing program code will include at least one processor
802 coupled directly or indirectly to memory elements 804
through a system bus 810. The memory elements can include
local memory employed during actual implementation of the
program code, bulk storage, and cache memories which pro-
vide temporary storage of at least some program code in order
to reduce the number of times code must be retrieved from
bulk storage during implementation.

Input/output or /O devices (including but not limited to
keyboards 808, displays 806, pointing devices, and the like)
can be coupled to the system either directly (such as via bus
810) or through intervening I/O controllers (omitted for clar-
ity).

Network adapters such as network interface 814 may also
be coupled to the system to enable the data processing system
to become coupled to other data processing systems or remote
printers or storage devices through intervening private or
public networks. Modems, cable modem and Ethernet cards
are just a few of the currently available types of network
adapters.

As used herein, including the claims, a “server” includes a
physical data processing system (for example, system 812 as
shown in FIG. 8) running a server program. It will be under-
stood that such a physical server may or may not include a
display and keyboard.

As noted, aspects of the present invention may take the
form of a computer program product embodied in a computer
readable medium having computer readable program code
embodied thereon. Also, any combination of computer read-
able media may be utilized. The computer readable medium
may be a computer readable signal medium or a computer
readable storage medium. A computer readable storage
medium may be, for example, but not limited to, an elec-
tronic, magnetic, optical, electromagnetic, infrared, or semi-
conductor system, apparatus, or device, or any suitable com-
bination of the foregoing. More specific examples (a non-
exhaustive list) of the computer readable storage medium
would include the following: an electrical connection having
one or more wires, a portable computer diskette, a hard disk,
a random access memory (RAM), a read-only memory
(ROM), an erasable programmable read-only memory
(EPROM or Flash memory), an optical fiber, a portable com-
pact disc read-only memory (CD-ROM), an optical storage
device, a magnetic storage device, or any suitable combina-
tion of the foregoing. In the context of this document, a
computer readable storage medium may be any tangible
medium that can contain, or store a program for use by or in
connection with an instruction execution system, apparatus,
or device.

A computer readable signal medium may include a propa-
gated data signal with computer readable program code
embodied therein, for example, in baseband or as part of a
carrier wave. Such a propagated signal may take any of a
variety of forms, including, but not limited to, electro-mag-
netic, optical, or any suitable combination thereof. A com-
puter readable signal medium may be any computer readable
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medium that is not a computer readable storage medium and
that can communicate, propagate, or transport a program for
use by or in connection with an instruction execution system,
apparatus, or device.

Program code embodied on a computer readable medium
may be transmitted using an appropriate medium, including
but not limited to wireless, wireline, optical fiber cable, RF,
etc., or any suitable combination of the foregoing.

Computer program code for carrying out operations for
aspects of the present invention may be written in any com-
bination of at least one programming language, including an
object oriented programming language such as Java, Small-
talk, C++ or the like and conventional procedural program-
ming languages, such as the “C” programming language or
similar programming languages. The program code may
execute entirely on the user’s computer, partly on the user’s
computer, as a stand-alone software package, partly on the
user’s computer and partly on a remote computer or entirely
on the remote computer or server. In the latter scenario, the
remote computer may be connected to the user’s computer
through any type of network, including a local area network
(LAN) or a wide area network (WAN), or the connection may
be made to an external computer (for example, through the
Internet using an Internet Service Provider).

Aspects of the present invention are described herein with
reference to flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams of
methods, apparatus (systems) and computer program prod-
ucts according to embodiments of the invention. It will be
understood that each block of the flowchart illustrations and/
or block diagrams, and combinations of blocks in the flow-
chart illustrations and/or block diagrams, can be imple-
mented by computer program instructions. These computer
program instructions may be provided to a processor of a
general purpose computer, special purpose computer, or other
programmable data processing apparatus to produce a
machine, such that the instructions, which execute via the
processor of the computer or other programmable data pro-
cessing apparatus, create means for implementing the func-
tions/acts specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram
block or blocks.

These computer program instructions may also be stored in
a computer readable medium that can direct a computer, other
programmable data processing apparatus, or other devices to
function in a particular manner, such that the instructions
stored in the computer readable medium produce an article of
manufacture including instructions which implement the
function/act specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram
block or blocks. Accordingly, an aspect of the invention
includes an article of manufacture tangibly embodying com-
puter readable instructions which, when implemented, cause
a computer to carry out a plurality of method steps as
described herein.

The computer program instructions may also be loaded
onto a computer, other programmable data processing appa-
ratus, or other devices to cause a series of operational steps to
be performed on the computer, other programmable appara-
tus or other devices to produce a computer implemented
process such that the instructions which execute on the com-
puter or other programmable apparatus provide processes for
implementing the functions/acts specified in the flowchart
and/or block diagram block or blocks.

The flowchart and block diagrams in the figures illustrate
the architecture, functionality, and operation of possible
implementations of systems, methods and computer program
products according to various embodiments of the present
invention. In this regard, each block in the flowchart or block
diagrams may represent a module, component, segment, or
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portion of code, which comprises at least one executable
instruction for implementing the specified logical
function(s). It should also be noted that, in some alternative
implementations, the functions noted in the block may occur
out of the order noted in the figures. For example, two blocks
shown in succession may, in fact, be executed substantially
concurrently, or the blocks may sometimes be executed in the
reverse order, depending upon the functionality involved. It
will also be noted that each block of the block diagrams
and/or flowchart illustration, and combinations of blocks in
the block diagrams and/or flowchart illustration, can be
implemented by special purpose hardware-based systems
that perform the specified functions or acts, or combinations
of special purpose hardware and computer instructions.

It should be noted that any of the methods described herein
can include an additional step of providing a system compris-
ing distinct software modules embodied on a computer read-
able storage medium; the modules can include, for example,
any or all of the components detailed herein. The method
steps can then be carried out using the distinct software mod-
ules and/or sub-modules of the system, as described above,
executing on a hardware processor 802. Further, a computer
program product can include a computer-readable storage
medium with code adapted to be implemented to carry out at
least one method step described herein, including the provi-
sion of the system with the distinct software modules.

In any case, it should be understood that the components
illustrated herein may be implemented in various forms of
hardware, software, or combinations thereof; for example,
application specific integrated circuit(s) (ASICS), functional
circuitry, an appropriately programmed general purpose digi-
tal computer with associated memory, and the like. Given the
teachings of the invention provided herein, one of ordinary
skill in the related art will be able to contemplate other imple-
mentations of the components of the invention.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of the invention. As used herein, the singular forms
“a,”“an” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms as
well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will be
further understood that the terms “comprises” and/or “com-
prising,” when used in this specification, specify the presence
of stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements, and/
or components, but do not preclude the presence or addition
of another feature, integer, step, operation, element, compo-
nent, and/or group thereof.

The corresponding structures, materials, acts, and equiva-
lents of all means or step plus function elements in the claims
below are intended to include any structure, material, or act
for performing the function in combination with other
claimed elements as specifically claimed.

At least one aspect of the present invention may provide a
beneficial effect such as, for example, using super templates
as cached elements at a cloud delivery location and patching
the super templates to obtain a user-requested template.

The descriptions ofthe various embodiments of the present
invention have been presented for purposes of illustration, but
are not intended to be exhaustive or limited to the embodi-
ments disclosed. Many modifications and variations will be
apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art without departing
from the scope and spirit of the described embodiments. The
terminology used herein was chosen to best explain the prin-
ciples of the embodiments, the practical application or tech-
nical improvement over technologies found in the market-
place, or to enable others of ordinary skill in the art to
understand the embodiments disclosed herein.
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What is claimed is:
1. An article of manufacture comprising a non-transitory
computer readable storage medium having computer read-
able instructions tangibly embodied thereon which, when
implemented, cause a computer to carry out a plurality of
method steps comprising:
identifying at least one virtual machine super template to
be created via analyzing at least one existing template in
arepository and a user-defined combination of software;

creating the at least one virtual machine super template by
installing the user-defined combination of software to be
within the at least one virtual machine super template;

creating multiple patches for multiple target virtual
machine templates, wherein each of the multiple patches
comprises a distinct patch between the at least one vir-
tual machine super template and a corresponding one of
multiple target virtual machine templates, wherein each
patch comprises a cacheable component that includes (i)
a fixed set of instructions to un-install software from the
at least one virtual machine super template that is not
required in the corresponding target virtual machine
template and (ii) a fixed set of instructions to add soft-
ware to the at least one virtual machine super template
required in the corresponding target virtual machine
template that is not present in the at least one virtual
machine super template;

caching (i) the at least one virtual machine super template

and (ii) each of the multiple patches in a searchable
repository;

receiving a request for a user-requested virtual machine

template;
analyzing the request and the searchable repository to
determine a given patch from the multiple cached
patches will optimize service time for the request;

fetching (i) the at least one virtual machine super template
and (ii) the given patch from the searchable repository;

creating the user-requested virtual machine template by
implementing the given patch to (i) un-install the soft-
ware from the at least one virtual machine super tem-
plate that is not required in the user-requested virtual
machine template and (ii) add the software to the at least
one virtual machine super template required in the user-
requested virtual machine template that is not present in
the at least one virtual machine super template; and

caching the user-requested virtual machine template in the
searchable repository.

2. The article of manufacture of claim 1, wherein the
method steps comprise fetching (i) a cached virtual machine
super template and (ii) one of the multiple patches from the
searchable repository to generate a user-requested virtual
machine template upon receipt of a request for provisioning
of the user-requested virtual machine template.

3. The article of manufacture of claim 1, wherein said
identifying comprises solving an optimization problem that
includes constraints on capacity on a cache and/or size of an
expected size of the at least one virtual machine super tem-
plate.

4. The article of manufacture of claim 1, wherein said
analyzing includes analyzing contents of a request log of
user-requested virtual machine templates and sizes of soft-
ware installed within the user-requested templates to deter-
mine what software is to be within each virtual machine super
template.

5. A system for creating a virtual machine super template to
create a user-requested virtual machine template, compris-
ing:
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at least one distinct software module, each distinct soft-
ware module being embodied on a tangible computer-
readable medium;
a memory; and
at least one processor coupled to the memory and operative
for:
identifying at least one virtual machine super template to
be created via analyzing at least one existing template
in a repository and a user-defined combination of
software;
creating the at least one virtual machine super template
by installing the user-defined combination of soft-
ware to be within the at least one virtual machine
super template;
creating multiple patches for multiple target virtual
machine templates, wherein each of the multiple
patches comprises a distinct patch between the at least
one virtual machine super template and a correspond-
ing one of multiple target virtual machine templates,
wherein each patch comprises a cacheable component
that includes (i) a fixed set of instructions to un-install
software from the at least one virtual machine super
template that is not required in the corresponding
target virtual machine template and (ii) a fixed set of
instructions to add software to the at least one virtual
machine super template required in the corresponding
target virtual machine template that is not present in
the at least one virtual machine super template;
caching (i) the at least one virtual machine super template
and (ii) each of the multiple patches in a searchable
repository;
receiving a request for a user-requested virtual machine
template;
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analyzing the request and the searchable repository to
determine a given patch from the multiple cached
patches will optimize service time for the request;

fetching (i) the at least one virtual machine super template
and (ii) the given patch from the searchable repository;

creating the user-requested virtual machine template by
implementing the given patch to (i) un-install the soft-
ware from the at least one virtual machine super tem-
plate that is not required in the user-requested virtual
machine template and (ii) add the software to the at least
one virtual machine super template required in the user-
requested virtual machine template that is not present in
the at least one virtual machine super template; and

caching the user-requested virtual machine template in the
searchable repository.

6. The system of claim 5, wherein the at least one processor
is further operative for fetching (i) a cached virtual machine
super template and (ii) one of the multiple patches from the
searchable repository to generate a user-requested virtual
machine template upon receipt of a request for provisioning
of the user-requested virtual machine template.

7. The system of claim 5, wherein said identifying com-
prises solving an optimization problem that includes con-
straints on capacity on a cache and/or size of an expected size
of the at least one virtual machine super template.

8. The system of claim 5, wherein said analyzing includes
analyzing contents of a request log of user-requested virtual
machine templates and sizes of software installed within the
user-requested virtual machine templates to determine what
software is to be within each virtual machine super template.
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